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K9MCE Club Meeting on Wednesday 3 April
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April Fool's

Mark your calendars now and
plan on attending this month'’s
meeting of the Macoupin County
Amateur Radio Club at 7:00 pm
on Wednesday, April 3rd. We
meet on the second floor of the
Macoupin County Sheriff Depart-
ment, 215 S. East Street, Carlin-
ville, IL 62626.

Prior to the club meeting, the

club has an informal dinner gath-
ering, this month, at the Reno's
Pizza in the Carlinville square
starting around 5:00 pm.

The program is AMSAT Ambas-
sador Tom Dougherty, NOTJD,
"How we will become an Inter-
planetary Species,” along with
club homebrew night. Plan on

showing your project. Prizes are
rumored!

After the business meeting, FCC
VE testing is offered. Call Lou,
KILL for an appointment @ 618-
977-4658. Be sure to bring a
copy of your license, some pen-
cils and a non-programmable
calculator.




Page 2 K9MCE QSN

K9MCE TRY GRIDS HONOR ROLL

Try Grids
Certificate
Of

Achievement

This certificate is awarded to Land
Your name
Your Call

In recognition of making two way
communications using VHF/UHF
simplex frequencies with three grid
squares.

“These club

Members are encouraged to

members
earned the Try
Grids Award

and are Honor

”

Roll members.

Wayne, KC9ZYQ is in
EM58 and Dirk, W9OSI is
in EM49 and these gen-
tlemen are available for
VHF skeds for those

HONOR ROLL MEMBERS:
Jim Pitchford, NOLQF
Mark Kerhlikar, WD9HBF
Jeff Naville, KCOWZO

Debbie Ochu, KCOULA
Dave Reynolds, WA9OEX
Judy Reynolds, KASACM
Ron Ochu, KO0Z

learn more about VHF/UHF
propagation, antennas and
coax and to improve their
stations. Towards that end
the award was created and

the goal is to successfully
establish two-way VHF/UHF
contacts either from your
QTH or mobile with ama-
teurs in three grids. More
information pertaining to
grids can be found at this
ARRL webpage:

Paul Durand, KC9YCP
Ed Kallbrier, KCOQHJ
Bill Ogle, W9FJ

Skip Riba, WS9V
Mark Lewis, KD9EFO

The KOMCE Try Grids Award
was established two years
ago to encourage Macoupin
County ARC club members
to experience the joys of

Lou Bartels, KC9YFU (K9LL) A
VHF/UHF communications.

Macoupin County ARC Mission Statement

We, the undersigned, being desirous of securing for ourselves the pleasures and
benefits of the association of persons commonly interested in Amateur Radio, by
promoting civic interest, specific application, social activities and developing indi-
vidual efficiency, while improving the general interest in amateur radio, do ordain
and establish this Constitution and By-Laws of the Macoupin County Amateur Ra-
dio Club Inc., a non-profit corporation. We do further agree that in pursuit of these
purposes, this organization shall be non-sectarian, non-partisan and that it shall
lend neither support or influence to any political party or candidate for office. The
Macoupin Countlnc,, shall afford all persons, regardless of race or creed an equal
opportunity to join, participate, hold office and enjoy in the benefits of this organi-
zation and the challenges of amateur radio.



http://www.arrl.org/grid-squares
http://www.arrl.org/grid-squares
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Homebrew Night is Here!

You don’t have a lot of time
left to complete your home-
brew project in time for our
club’s homebrew night pro-
ject night, but not to worry.
Bring the uncompleted pro-
ject anyway! The idea be-
hind homebrew night is to
actually become a DIY (do it
yourself) engineer.

There are three categories:
Rigs, Antennas and Accesso-
ries. Accessories examples
include Morse code keys,

clocks, software programs,
rotors, test bench equip-
ment, etc.

Do you have an HF antenna
in the offing, but it is too big
to bring to the meeting? Not
a problem. Take a picture
and bring along a diagram!

Rumor has it that prizes will
be awarded in all three cate-
gories.

Tom Dougherty NOTJD Program Presenter

Tom Dougherty NOTJD AM-
SAT Ambassador and Educa-
tor will present this month’s
program. His topic will be
over “Space-AMSAT-How we
will become an Interplane-
tary Species.”

How we get there, what we
do around Earth, how Cu-
beSats have changed ama-
teur radio and expected col-
ony of Mars will be featured

in his presentation.

Tom hails from Warson
Woods, MO and is kindly
making the trek from St.
Louis to Carlinville! In addi-
tion, Tom also will be a fo-
rum speaker at the West
Central Illinois Hamfest in
August.

After Tom's program, mem-
bers will have the opportuni-

ty to present their projects
for homebrew night. This is
a club meeting you will not
want to miss!

“Space-AMSAT
-How we will
become an

Interplanetary

Species.”

Your ARRL Central Division Contacts:
Director: Kermit Carlson; w9xa@arrl.org 630-879-0983

Vice Director: Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, kSla@arrl.org;
260-637-6988

Illinois Section Manager: Ron Morgan, AD9Y],
AD9I@comcast.net
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Saturday, August 3rd

Next hamfest com-
mittee meeting on
April 14th.

“The course
covers severe
weather
development,
identification

and

reporting.”

K9MCE QSN

West Central Illinois Hamfest Update

The West Central Illinois
Hamfest committee met at
Litchfield's China Town res-
taurant on Sunday, March
10th. Committee members
updated the group on their
individual assignments. Tick-
ets are being purchased for
the hamfest. The hamfest
will remain open one hour
later to one pm. Main prize
drawing will now be at 12:30
pm.

Improvements in the in the

hamfest public address sys-
tem are being addressed.

The UCP (unified command
post) and ITECS (Illinois
Transportable Emergency
Communications System)
trailer will again be on dis-
play at the hamfest.

The kit soldering forum was
a big hit and plans are to
include it in this year's offer-
ing. Forums are set. The
headliner will be Rob Orr
K9RST and the Chicago Mar-

athon, Skywarn and IL torna-
do outbreak, APRS and Bal-
looning, AMSAT, Under-
standing The Sun’s Effect on
HF Communications, Intro-
duction to Weak Signal Work
and Loops and Beverages.

Jim and Gloria's mouth-
watering BBQ will be offered,
but our hamfest's increasing
attendance, Jim and Gloria
need counter help! Attend-
ance prizes and ARRL Exams
will be offered.

NWS Storm Spotting Class Rescheduled
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Originally scheduled in Feb-
ruary, the NWS storm spot-

ting class was postponed
due to the federal govern-
ment shutdown.

The class is rescheduled for

Wednesday, April 10 at 7:00
pm at the Blackburn College
auditorium in Carlinville.

This class lasts about 2 hours
and it is interactive! Bring
your smart phone with you.
You'll have an opportunity to

interact with the lesson. The
course covers severe weather
development, identification
and reporting. You' Il also
have the opportunity to
meet our area’s new NWS
(national weather service)
WCM (warning coordination
meteorologist) Kevin Deitsch.

Kevin now holds the position
that Jim Kramper held before
he retired last spring.

Congrats to Don O’Brien

Club member Don O'Brien of
Benld took his Technician
class test at the March club
meeting and he passed it
with flying colors.

Fortunately, the FCC was
catching up on the backlog
of applications due to the
government shutdown and
Don received his call sign.

Don is KDIMQX and he is on
the air!

Don is beginning to build his
shack and to populate it with
radio equipment.

KD9MQX!

Congratulations Don on join-
ing the amateur radio family!
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Sept VHF Contest K9MCE Division Winners!

Congratulations to Mark
Kerhlikar WD9HBF/R Central
Division winner in the limited
rover category in the Sep-
tember ARRL VHF Contest.
Kudos to Skip Riba WS9V ,
Central Division winner in
the unlimited multiop cate-
gory. Limited Rover means
the rover is restricted to low-
er power (200 watts). Unlim-
ited multiop allows the team
to use up to 1500 watts.

The following from the

ARRL website : Contest Ob-
jective: For amateurs in the
US and Canada (and their
possessions) to work as
many amateur stations in as
many different 2 degrees x 1
degree Maidenhead grid
squares as possible using
authorized frequencies
above 50 MHz. Stations out-
side the US & Canada (and
their possessions) may only
work stations in the US (and
its possessions) and Canada.

All legal modes are permit-
ted (while CW and SSB/
Phone are most common,
MSK144, FT8 and FM-Only
are gaining popularity -
other popular modes in-
clude PSK31, FSK441 and
JT65). For Cabrillo file mode
definitions, Digital modes
should be represented as
"DG" (for all things digital)
or "PH" or "RY" can also be
used as digital modes are
transmitted via Phone audio.

Interested in Fast Scan Amateur TV?

Hello ATV Champion!

GREAT NEWS! Tam happy to
say that the Amateur Televi-
sion Network is now LIVE on
YouTube! Go to:

and you can watch and inter-
act with our W6ATN Santia-
go Peak ATV repeater, which
is our hub of 6 other ATV
repeaters within our network
(Oat Mtn, Snow Peak, Jobs
Peak, Santa Barbara, Mt. Wil-
son, Mt. Potosi).

Be sure to SUBSCRIBE to our
live channel. Once we re-
ceive 100 subscribers, we will

be eligible for a new URL
that will be easy to remem-
ber and will highly reflect our
ATN group.

If you have any questions or
having trouble viewing our
stream, please feel free to
email me anytime.

I hope you enjoy our new
home for our live streaming

W6ATN
SANTIAGO PEAK REPEATER

434 MHz - AM

r 2- FM
I 1200 MHz -FM

I REPEATER
BEACON
5910.00 MHz

B 1253.25 MHZ

§ LINKS
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Midwest
~Maniall

P

“Amateur
Television
Network is
now LIVE on

YouTube! “



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYut14yhNVynXsNK-I_ySdA/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYut14yhNVynXsNK-I_ySdA/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYut14yhNVynXsNK-I_ySdA/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYut14yhNVynXsNK-I_ySdA/live
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K9HAM Hamfest A Fun Event

The Lewis and Clark ARC, K9HAM held their hamfest on Saturday, March 23 at a new location on the Lewis and Clark
Community College campus. Past years saw the hamfest in the college gym, but planned construction in the gym
forced the club to move up the hamfest a month earlier and in a new location - the college commons building.

The new location wasn't hard to find and it is very accommodating. Saturday’'s weather helped with mostly sunny skies
and temperature in the fifties. The club offered forums and prize drawings. Maybe it's me, but I think the attendance
improved over past years! That's good to see because, for me, Lewis and Clark’s hamfest is the “home opener” for St.
Louis area hamfests!

As with all hamfests, there's a social element and it was good seeing hams gathered together. I wasn't really looking
for anything in particular, but I still managed to burn a hole in my pocket and not leave the hamfest empty handed. I

am now the proud owner of a Bill Orr Radio Handbook (1967) and a U.S. Navy WW II straight key!

Congratulations to K9HAM for a FB job with the hamfest and keeping the tradition alive and well!
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Vernal Equinox Time

March 20th was the vernal (spring) equinox (equal day and night). The vernal (spring) and autumnal (fall) equinox-
es means each hemisphere has equal amounts of day and night. A few weeks leading up to and after the equinox
is a great time to work DX. That's why a lot of DXpeditions schedule near the equinoxes. Equinoxes are an espe-
cially good time to work DX via long path openings. Thunderstorm activity is still at minimal levels in the north-
ern hemisphere.

Norm Champion WA90JC (SK)

Our Heartfelt Our heartfelt condolences to family and friends of Norm Champion WA9QOIJC of Girard, IL.

/]

L PAINRNINROI Cassie Eigenman KD9JCP informed area hams that Norm became a silent key (SK) at 9:30 pm
2RIt B on March 17th.

vour whole

ily.
" Jamily Norm was a long time amateur radio operator in the area and very active in the hobby before
his health began to decline. WA90JC will be missed, but never forgotten.

"Southward B,"

So what is Southward B, ? Solar scientists refer to this as "B sub Z tips
south” Both the Sun and the Earth are magnets with magnetic fields.
When the solar magnetic field tips to the south relative to the Earth’s
magnetic field can partially cancel out Earth’s magnetic field at the point Solar

of contact and solar wind energy can reach Earth'’s ionosphere. »
Wind

/ Ma gn{lnehe ath

Magnetopause
~.
Cusp

Magnetotail

Plasmasheet =

——

Neutral point <

Plasmasphere

Ionospheric disturbances can cause havoc on the HF bands ranging from
high static levels to blackouts. Diagram is from Spaceweather.com ——
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Meteor Scatter, Try Dragon Scatter!

Most hams, by nature, are experimenters and enjoy “pushing the limits” in terms of creating a better antenna, propagation,
increasing communication distances to name just a few. Most hams have heard the term, “meteor scatter.” When meteors
enter into Earth’s atmosphere, they quickly heat and soon burn up. In the process of burning up, they leave a highly ionized
trail behind them which can reflect radio signals in many directions (scatter). Normal line of sight bands, such as two-
meters, can now make contacts hundreds of miles away!

Drs Franke and Taylor created the digital mode FT8 which has been sweeping ham radio by storm. FT8 can detect very
weak signals which makes it a fun mode to work. Ron Murray N9JJ of Edwardsville, IL was using FT8 on two meters with his
beam pointed at 60 degrees with a M2 2MXP20 (advertised gain 15.3 dbi) in

horizontal polarization at about 135 feet with about 150 watts on March 8 late morning. He was working an op in Ohio. As
fortune would have it, Space X's Dragon was reentering the atmosphere after undocking with the ISS. As Dragon made it's
fiery reentry back to Earth, Ron’s antenna just happened to be aimed at Dragon'’s ionization trail! The follow email exchang-
es ensued!

On 3/8/2019 10:44 AM, Dexter McIntyre WADEX wrote:

This morning during the SpaceX Dragon reentry I pointed the antenna NW into the reentry path

thinking I may see some reflection from the ionization trail. I got one FT8 reception from N9JJ at

576 miles. What's the possibility this actually was a reentry trail reflection? I was watching the

reentry on NASA TV and the timing looks right for the reception.

On 3/8/2019 10:58 AM, Gedas wrote:

It is possible. I just verified that the timing seems to be correct and the path very close.

Given such a strong signal at that distance I would say a definite maybe. If you did not

receive any other signals before or after that adds more credibility. WTG.

Gedas, W8BYA

If you can get an estimate of the RCS for the SpaceX Dragon and info from N9JJ regarding his power out
and antenna gain/heading so you can calculate incident power on the Dragon then you can use the bistatic
radar equation to calculate expected signal strength at your station and that, along with knowing the
distance from N9JJ to the Dragon and from the Dragon to you, your antenna gain, and your system noise
figure will give you the answer as to whether you really had any chance of decoding a signal reflected off
the Dragon. I've done that for the ISS, but that has a published RCS. If you can't get published RCS info
on the Dragon then using its physical dimensions would give you a good first approximation of its RCS.
I'd offer to do it but I am too busy with another project. But if you get the necessary data, its a trivial
plug-in problem so if you get all of the necessary data and want a check on your calculations,

I'd be happy to run the numbers provided to me to produce an answer for you.

73,
Roger

—
K Diplay x @D Logboo X | @ Yourlor x | S @uun x | % ngiiwa x | [ (Fcel x | W ()it x | & iCowd x | [ hesst x | [ WRESS x | +

&% OBOG=S QB o @

- o x

C 0 @ htps//wwwpskreporterinfo

v [Nows using [all modes ¥ |over the last 24 hours ¥ || Gol | Display options Permalink
5 minutes. Small markers are the 9 transmitters (show loghook) heard at N9JJ (12 reports 1 countries last 24 hours: 307 reports, 3 countries last wesk).
. Legend

=
o .
s )

Quite possibly, Ron N9JJ scat-
tered his 2 meter signal off of
Space X's Dragon’s ionization
trail as it reentered Earth’s at-
mosphere !

\
Monterrey— Migni © OpenhzoTi

eception records: 6,369,445,532 (196sec) — Hosting by Fast Serv Networks, LLC

[ spacexreentryFTajpeg A showall | x
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US Amateur Radio Bands

US AMATEUR POWER LIMITS

Amatewrs wishing to operale on either 2,200 or 630 meters

must first register with the Utilities Technolegy Council online at
https:iutc.orgiplc-database-amateur-notificationsprocess/.

You need only register once for each band.

2,200 Meters (135 kHz)

EAG

1357 kHz 1 WEIRP maximum  137.8 kHz

630 Meters (472 kHz)
EAG

472 kHz 479 kHz

5 W EIRP maximum, except in Alaska within 496
miles of Russia where the power limk is 1 W EIRP.

160 Meters (1.8 MHz)
Avold interference to radiolocation operations
from 1.900 to 2.000 MHz

EAG
1.900

80 Meters (3.5 MHz)

3.500 3600 3.700 4.000 MHz

E
A
G

N,T
(200W)
3525 3.600

8 Meters (5.3 MHz)
5348 53585 5373 5405 kHz

= [

5330.5 53465 5357.0 5371.5 54035 kHz

General, Advanced, and Amateur Extra licensees may
operate on these five channels on a secondary basis
with @ maximum effective radiated power (ERP) of 100
W PEP relative 1o a half-wave dipole. Permitted operat-
ing modes include upper sideband volca (USB), CW,

RTTY, PSK31 and other digital modes such as PACTOR

40 Meters (7 MHz)

7.000 7.075 7.100

ITU 1.3 and FCC region Z west of
130" west or below 20° norh

| 7175

N.T cutside region 2
7.025 7125

See Sections 97.305(c), 97.307(111) and 97.301(e).

These exemplions do not apply 1o stations in the
continental US.

(200 W)

30 Meters (10.1 MHz)
Avoid interference 10 fixed services oulside the US.

200 Watts PEP EAG

10.100 10.150 MHz

20 Meters (14 MHz)

14.000 14.150 14.350 MHz

£
A

14.175 S

14025 14150 14.225

17 Meters (18 MHz)
EAG
18.168 MHz

18.068 18.110

15 Meters (21 MHz)

21.000 21.200

12 Meters (24 MHz)

7300 MHz 28000 28.300

> ””F The national sssociation for
0. AMATEUR RADIO
FCC 97.313 An amaleur station must use the minimum transmitier power necessary to carry out the desired communications. 0
(b) No station may transmit with a transmitter power exceeding 1.5 kW PEP.

10 Meters (28 MHz)
20.700 MHz

EAG

N,T

28000 28.500 i

504 6 Meters (50 MHz)

50.0
144.1 2 Meters (144 MHz)

EAGT
148.0 MHz

1.25 Meters (222 MHz)

EAGT
N (25 W)

225.0 MHz

2190 2200
2220
*Gaographical and power restrictions may apply to all

bands above 420 MHz. See The ARRL Operating Manual
for information about your area.

70 cm (420 MHz)*
EAGT

4200 450.0 MHz

33 cm (902 MHz)*
EAGT

202.0 928.0 MHz

1240 23 cm (1240 MH2)* 1200 MHz

EAGT
N(5 W)

Al licensees excent Novices are autharized all modes
o the folloing frequencies:
23002310 MHz ~ 10.0-10.5GHz ¢
23002450 MHz  24.0-24.25 GHz
33003500 MHz ~ 47.047.2 GHz
56505025 MHz  76.0-81.0 GHz

122.25-123.0 GHz
134-141 GHz
241-250 GHz
All above 275 GHz

KEY
Note:
CW operation is parmitied throughout all
amatewr bands.

MCW is autherized above 50.1 MHz,
except for 144.0-144.1 and 219220 MH2

Test ¥ansmissions are authorized above
51 MHz, except for 219.220 MH2

[ |=RTTY and data

[} = phone and image
[/\/l= CW only

(I = SSB phone

. = US8 phone, CW, RTTY,

and data
B

= Fixed digital message
forwarding systems only |

E = Amateur Extra
A = Advanced

G = General

T = Technician

N = Novice

See ARRLWeb at www.arrl.org for
detailed band plans.

ARRL

We're At Your Service

ARRL Headquarters:
8505940200 (Fax 860-504-0259)
emal hgRarrorng

Publicaion Orders:
waw.arr.org'shep
Tolk-Free 1-888-277-5289 (B60-584.0355)
emai crders@arn.org

Membership/Circulation Desk:

emal mambarship@ar.org

Getting Starled in Amatewr Radio:
TolkFree 1-800-326-3042 (B60-584-0355)
emai newham@ar.org

Exams: BE0-594.0300 email: vec@ar.org




Page 10 K9MCE QSN

GR2Analyst: A Powerful WX Program

From the folks that brought us GRLevel 3, Gibson Ridge Software, LLC, comes GR2Analyst 2.80. Like GRLevel, GR2Ana-
lyst gets data from the National Weather Service's doppler radar sites. In addition to showing radar reflections and
base velocity, this powerful program also gives 3D images of the storm. It can also cross section a storm allowing the
user to peer inside the storm cloud!

GR2Analyst is a great tool for any Skywarn observer's tool box! It can give a definite "heads up” to an approaching
storm front in terms of directing weather spotters where to train their eyes on a particular storm. The software does
have a free trial period of around 21 days to see if you'd be interested in purchasing it. Currently is costs about
$250.00.

74‘ 30 kit

Eame 1 20 kit

Typical, springtime, garden variety rain storm in 3D.
Notice the cloud tops are coming close to 20 K feet.
This is typical for a “run of the mill” rain event.

Here is a 3 D image of a typi-
cal thunderstorm. Notice the
updraft in this storm and the
water content indicated by
the blues, greens, yellows and
reds.

This storm top is building and an anvil is
beginning to form. Notice the strong up-
draft in this 3 D image.

Continued on page 11
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Radar return from St. Louis NWS radar. Storm is south of Standard City (a few weeks ago). Notice the 3
D image of the same storm. It's possible to determine if the storm is strengthening or weakening.

This is 3D image of a storm cell with the ro-
tation button selected. Note the rotation in
the storm as indicated by the green and the
blue. I didn't record where this T-storm cell
was located. This program allows users to
look at any NWS radar site.

The 3D image on the right is EF5 tornado
near Moore, OK. Note the very strong
rotation signature in red. This tornado
was lethal and did wide spread damage in
2013.
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CSVHFS Spring Sprints!

CENTRAL STATES

This is a fun, laid back, short contest. The rules do not
indicate that FM cannot be used. The goal is to work new
grids and have fun doing it!

The rules can be found at

You do not have to be a member of CSVHFS to participate
in the spring sprints.

Contest Purpose: Encourage weak signal VHF/UHF amateur radio
operation & have fun.

144 MHz Monday April 8, 2019 0700 - 1100 PM Local
222 MHz Tuesday April 16, 2019 0700 - 1100 PM Local
432 MHz Wednesday April 24, 2019 0700 - 1100 PM Local
Microwave Saturday May 4, 2019 0800 AM - 0200 PM Lo-
cal

50 MHz Saturday May 11, 2019 2300z through Sunday

May 12, 2019 0300z

a. QRP: up to 5 watts PEP. (any band)

b. Low Power: up to 200 watts PEP. (any band)
c. High Power: up to 1500 watts PEP. (any band)

4.0 Exchange: Maidenhead Grid Square. Microwave contest ex-
change must be the full 6 character gri



https://sites.google.com/site/springvhfupsprints/home/2019-information
https://sites.google.com/site/springvhfupsprints/home/2019-information
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K9MCE Field Day Update

Jim N9LQF has made arrangements to have porta potties at our
Field Day location. Towards our club’s efforts to secure the trav-

eling trophy, “two in a row,” every preparation and effort is being
made to increase and maximize our club’s on the air activity!

HAM

RADIO
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KO9MCE MACOUPIN AMATUER RADIO CLUB
MINUTES FROM MARCH 6th, 2019 REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING

Meeting called to order by President Mark L KD9EFO at
7:02 PM with the pledge of allegiance

Officers Present: President Mark L KD9EFO, Vice President
John N KD8KVO, Secretary Mark K WD9HBF, BOD Member
Jim P N9LQF, BOD KO0Z, BOD Member Bill O W9FJ, and
club members including Ken KG5WFH, Mike M KD9MNR,
Lou B K9LL, Mike K9IMDQ, Chuck NILVY, Debbie O KCOULA,
Roger K9LJB and his wife Vicki KD9PAU, Dan H KDILON,
Carlos WIFE, Nolan KA9VKC. Associate Member Don O’
3 Brien (will be testing after meeting this evening)

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MONTH’S MINUTES (February 6th, 2019)
Motioned by: John N KD8KVO 2nd by: Ron O KO0Z Motion carried

TREASURER REPORT (Tim C KC9QHA) (Jim P reported in Tim's absence)
Bank Balance: $5390.28

Motion to accept Treasurer Report

Motion by: Ron O KO0Z 2nd by Chuck NILVY
Motion carried

HAMFEST NEWS: Next meeting to include those on the committee from the 4 clubs involved with the planning
of the WEST CENTRAL ILLINOIS HAMFEST on AUGUST 3rd, 2019 (Okaw Valley
Club, Sangamon Valley Club, Montgomery Club and Macoupin County club) will
take place on Sunday March 10th, 3:00 PM in Litchfield, IL at the CHINA KING RES-
TAURANT. Ron reported that the ARCH Helicopter will be returning, Jim P said the
ITEC's, and UCP will be returning for cost of fuel and dinner, the ILEAS and portable
tower people availability is still yet unknown and Abe Lincoln has not yet commit-
ted.

FIELD DAY NEWS (Mark K WD9HBF)
» Mark K WD9HBF requested people to attend this year's field day event, if you're un-

((( ))) AMATE“H familiar with HF come on out and get on the air and get involved. Both Ron KOO0Z,

RADIQ  MarkKD9EFO, and Mark K encouraged people to get involved with HF contests
FIEI.D DAY (ARRL SSB DX was last weekend) to hone your listening and phonetics skills.

K9MCE WEBSITE REPORT (Isaac P. WX9SVR)
Isaac was not in attendance but Mark L KD9EFO spoke with Isaac and reported some analytics
| from website, 69 different users, 81 came through desktops, 17 through mobile devices: searches

included GOOGLE and links from Okaw Valley Website, 11 hits on hamfest and homepage
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VP of EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS (im P. N9LQF, Macoupin County EM)

Jim reported that a NWS Spotter class is scheduled for April 10" at Blackburn College
7:00-9:00 PM. Taylorville will have a spotter class on April 11" including a discussion
((W)) AMATEUR (("’)) of the Dec 1% tornado events. Simulated Emergency Training exercise coming up on
RADIO April 27", activating voice and digital modes. National Traffic System and Emergency
Communication are the two forms of communication with regards to amateur radio,
EMERGENCY and blending those two formats are challenging, so this SET is set to address ICS 213,
COMMUNICATIONS and RMS WINLINK. Jim P encouraged everyone to download WINLINK Express
(winlink.org) and set up a Winlink account.

MACOUPIN COUNTY ARES REPORT (rRon 0. KO@z, Macoupin County EC)

Ron reported that the ARES NET meets every THURSDAY evening at 8:00 PM on 147.480 FM SIMP-
KEX, and 2" THURSDAY of every month there is a SKYWARN drill on 146.820 repeater. Ron reiterated
some of Jim P's comments on the APRIL 27" upcoming SET, use emergency power if possible, use
teams and alternating times, Ron said he would send out the email detailing the frequencies and oth-
er objectives of the SET. The next ARES quarterly meeting will be April 20" here in the boardroom at
10:00 AM. Ron also reported that he has the new K9MCE QSL card

OLD BUSINESS: Homebrew projects for next meeting on April 3", 2019 including antennas, rigs, and accessories.
The AMSAT Ambassador will be presenting at the April meeting too.

NEW BUSINESS: Mark K WD9HBF encouraged all members to bring in any item for show
and share at any meeting. Mark K also reported that the Central States VHF Sprints will

be coming up very soon including 2M.

March 23-24th Mark K is looking for radio op's to help on the upcoming dryland dog race at Taylorville South Fork Dirt
Riders Park. A decision to cancel will be reached on March 16"

March 23 is also the Lewis and Clark Hamfest in Godfrey, IL.

Chuck NILVY said Bob Heil will be at Lewis and Clark’s next radio club meeting, the first Tuesday of the month.

April 27" is the Lincoln Trail Hike and Roger K9LJB is looking for volunteers to help out (talk with Roger)

Dayton Hamvention coming up May 17-18-19" 2019

Ron O encouraged people to participate in the 2M SSB net on Thursday nights at 7:00 PM

Dan Hough asked if the club is considering a FUSION Repeater. Mark L said that there has been some discussion
among ourselves concerning the possibility of a new digital repeater.

Jim P asked for a straw poll, raising our hands to move into the digital era (most people raised their hands)

An informal discussion ensued about entering the digital repeater era including comments from many club members.

NEXT KIMCE MEETING APRIL 3 7:00 PM

MOTION TO ADJOURN: Made by: John KD8KVO 2" by: Chuck N9LVY

Mark KD9EFO Presented a short overview of recent Alabama and Georgia storms with pics from GR Level 2 weather
software

RON OCHU KOO0Z presented on SSTV after the meeting adjourned.
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9 t h n n n UQ I Saturday April 6, 2019

ﬂ West Richland Center
IL-250 East, Noble, IL
| : 107

, ij /| Admission $4

E“I! 12-under Free

Ham Radio Flea Market and Convention 8am-Noon

Yaesu FTM-100dr Grand Prize m Tailgating m Hourly Prizes m
Onsite Food Vendor = Indoor Table Space ($5 ea.) m VE Testing

Directions:

From Flora, take US Highway 50 East 12 miles to IL Highway 250.
Turn Northeast on IL 250 and follow this highway through Noble.
The hamfest will be on your left on the east edge of Noble.

From Olney, take IL Highway 250 west 8 miles to Noble. The
hamfest will be on your right as you come in to Noble.

Grand proe Free Onsite
FTM 100 DR Talk-In: 146.760- PL94.8 (Noble 2m Repeater)

Laurel VEC Testing

é Anyone e pases et o —

and orize FT70DR (U0 e estng e iy
0 theHamest il o e 4;» f
towina Yaes FT-4R AT o

ClayCountyRadio@gmail.com ClayCountyRadio.webs.com
Facebook.com/AprilFoolsFest
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Flora L
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EGYPTIAN FEST 2019

HAMFEST/CONVENTION

06/09/2019

Start Date: 06/09/2019

End Date: 06/09/2019

Location: Holy Family Church Community Center
2600 Washington Avenue

Granite City, IL 62040

Website: http://www.w9aiu.org/index.php
Sponsor: Egyptian Radio Club

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Talk-In: 146.76 (PL 141.3), 146.79 (PL 127.3)
Public Contact: Jason Cato , KB9LBC

2334 Maynor Drive Cahokia, IL 62206
Phone: 631-829-9185

K9MCE QSN
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WEST CENTRAL
ILLINOIS HAMFEST

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3 2019

Macoupin County Fairgrounds
21149 IL RTE 4, Carlinville, IL
TALK-IN 444.250 (103.5 CTCSS)

7amto 1pm Forums
Family friendly, 16 and under + Rob Orr K9RST: Chicago Marathon
free admission + Tom Dougherty NOTID: AMSAT
+ 0O5SL card checking for ARRL, CQ.

+ Dan Frey KO9DNO: APRS & Ballooning

awards

+ Skywarn : Mark Lewis KDOEFO, Isaac
+ Testbench Pizzo WX9SRV & Dan Hough KDILON

+ ARRL VE Exams, walk-ins Okay + Skip Riba W59V: Loops and beverag-

+ ARCH Helicopter es
+« IEMA UCP and ITEC displays

-

Ken Norris KKON: Understanding So-

+ Great attendance prizes! lar Impact on HF Communications

Breakfast & Lunch on site + Mark Kerhlikar WD9HBF: Rover setup
+ Soldering workshop

Like us on
facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hamfestfun/

Like us on

facebook
Admission 55, outdoor tailgating 510, indoor tailgating 515

Contact: Jim Pitchford NSLQF sponsored by Macoupin County ARC, Montgomery County ARC,
217-248-3548

MNILOF@arm_net b e Bhplyeury Suarty

@ﬁln-«r--r Reydin Qlah
.I.
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W‘atsh ive @8PMCDT on Iwe.twn tA
WatchaArchived Shows on twit. tv/hn,

Dave O’Dell LUTCF

CO UNTRY® 145 E. Jackson St., Virden, IL
62690

FINANCIAL 217-965-5888

Annuities, Auto, Financial Plan-

Longtime supporter of the West Central Illinois Hamfest!

K9MCE QSN Contact Information:

K9MCE QSN is a monthly publication of the Macoupin County Amateur
Radio Club. Our club meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00
pm on the second floor of the Macoupin County Sheriff Department in

Carlinville, IL 0 e o

Editor: Ron Ochu, KOOZ. ronochu.sky@gmail.com

Repeaters: 444.250 (103.5 pl); 146.865 (103.5 pl). Macoupin County

Amateur Radio Club
Website: www.k9mce.org P.O. Box 253

Webmaster: Isaac Pizzo, WX9SRV Carlinville, IL 62626-
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Ward Silver, NOAX makes it a point to program ll Kezes L P
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cies nationally assigned to NWS so that when he byl o L
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is on the road he is within the coverage area of a .l‘ L '-
NWS transmitter. These frequencies are 162.400, - destr ™ ety "‘
162.425. 162.450, 162.475, 162.500, 162.525 and - L]
162.550. Keep in mind that not all NWS trans-
mitters have the same output power. For in-
stance, KD089 out of St. Louis and WXJ75 out of
Springfield, IL have 1000 watts; whereas, KXI79 in .
Hillsboro runs 300 watts. A good URL to see the
various NWS stations and their respective output '
power is ﬁ'

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/Maps/PHP/IL.php -

Besides being up to date with the latest NWS

I deky
y . . : ‘
WG reon the information these stations can also serve as good Kiks

Mayfleld

I VHF propagation beacons. Listen to the various
weh- frequencies and see where and how well the sta- | frerweses prEsE @0

www_kgmce_nrg tion is coming in to your location. I Oz Lokes andRivers

Ei Illinois HF Traffic Nets, Times and Frequencies...

Illinois Side Band Net - Net Manager WB9QPM
Daily on 3905 at 1800 local time

Illinois Emergency Net - Net Manager K9HEZ & Illinois Phone Net
Sunday on 3940 at 0800 local time

North Central Phone Net — Net Manager KO9HEZ : ‘ e A

M-F on 3912 at 0700 local time \ q *‘

Illinois CW Net (ILN) Net Manager WB8SIM
W9INXM reporting
Daily on 3838 at 1915 local time

Illinois ARES Net
First and third Sunday of the month
3.905 MHz at 16:30 local.
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